Graham, Fred, phone conversatibn 1/7/72 

Wants to pick my nr? nd about WG Seport. I am on very short notice trying to pull myself 
together as to minor detail and I can't recall what was said about it. And that is, it 
had to do with President Kennedy' s brace.And Ms Ace bandage. " 

"Here's why I'm asking about it. The,/ are fonally going to in the next few weeks, open 
up some of that material to pathologists. And they are accepting requests from pathologists 
who want to look at it." 

W:”Are you a pahtologis'^" 

"Ho, I'm not a pathologist, but they will let people like me, not like me but they will 
let people who are not pathologists who they consider have a legitimate reason 

commission a pathologist to go and study the stuff .And they say that they don t limit 
to patthologists who represent people who are, who agree with the WR. In fact, Burke Marshall, 
who Is in charge of this, for the Kennedy family, assumes that anyone who wants to look into 
it does not agree with the Warren Report." 

"I'm not sure that he's really goint to act on this, ^his is just what he says, .He is 
reserving the right to approve each one on a person-to -person basis. But an 7 w §JJ'£ e £g} n |>} lem 
back to this business, now that these people are going to see it, I've been calling thsiax 
up and asking them what they want to see. And one of these doctors, one of then, ...one 
of the tilings I want to see is the brace and the Aoe bandage he was wearing because. . .that's 
apparently what kept him from falling over .After he was Mt the first time." found no real 
rofs to bandage. Discussion my new evidence. 

"Here's what I wanna know..." I say irrelevant. "Are they relevant to naything?" W:"Ho." 

G; "That's what I thought." We. "How let me tell you why" and then does, using my own experince 
as back braces to illustrate. 

"Bell, now here's what the doctor told me. He said that the Ace bandage was wrapped 
around Kennedy's crotch. .. over the brace to anchor the bottom of the brace. ..WJiy would 
a person wear an Ace bandage - as I understand it, the Ace nandage was passed through Ms 
crotch, around a buttock, back through the crotch, around the other buttock, in a pigure-8 
pattern... I can see no reason for that except to anchor a corset."I explain other reason, 
to brace what the corset can't, the bottom of the spine, for if the corset is low enough 
to do this he can t sit. "I see.,.. Well, just imagine how tough it was walking around with 
an Ace bandage wrapped around your, uh, through your crotch and around your. ..Well, now, uh, 
so, what I want to get at, and I think you have virtually answered it, is whether or not 
there was much written about the Ace bandage... (i offer access to my Z to show how fast 
K did fall over)... "At this time I feel the same way that you probably assume that most 
people do, and that is that unless there is^unless there is some glimmer of something 
that really sticks out, sririrntoi looks like sxstinks, I'm not gonna immerse myself .. .What 
should they (pathologists be looking for?...(l tell that film doesn't support WC conclusions, 
from completed book, not to be used)... "In what way does it not?" I tell. I then explain 
that present release will be very damaging to living and dead Kennedys. He aacs "WHY" and 
I explain about contract "wMch was given to you when it was denied to me and you didn't 
understand it when you used it." G:"I didn't know that." Offer Mm corres. on this, 

"And you will see that you were used, Fred, because you don't have the kind of detailed 
knowledge I have... They leaked to you, on the theory,when you asked for it, that you would 
go for the sensation, which is a perfectly normal and proper thing." 6. "So what did I miss?" 

I explain can be used to pin all suppression on Kennedys. Tell of my suits and leaving 
word for him, "but you never got in touch with me. "...."When was that?" W. "A long time ago 
, .."Somyou t ink the Kennedys were bamboozled by other, is that it?°¥j "Absolutely." refer 
to contract. Tell him Marshall s name written in and that he didn t draft. "G. I'll check 
that... "I then offer, in confidence, to show Mm what is wrong with WR. from the pix. X-rays. 

G: "You say you have the pictures and X-rays?" W:"Ho. ..I know what they show. . . "Off er to 
show Mm unpublished stuff in confidence , describe it as "enormous amount"... Well, now, 
if I’m gonna talk to, uh, when these people start going through". W:"If they do." G: "V»hen 
they do. He's go;um let them see it. "W: "Marshall has decided to let them see what?" G:"5ee, 
well, I don't ixiou what. He says he has decided tonopen the material. How, whether he is 
being selective, well, I don't know. But, uh, he, the material subjectoto that agreement." 

I explain they went to court to deny me picture clothes part. Gj"Well, now, I don(t know that 
they're gonna let anyone have pictures taken of thsds 0 "I tell him "but the contract provides 



thao tiioj oan't bo seeno..." G:,"Well, let me ask you this!"! interrupt him to ask him to 
understand that they have gone to court to deny me access to what I'd sought. He says, 

"...Well, I don't know that. What I can say is thisias I understand it, what they 
ar ” doxng, they arc letting pathologists they say, doctors, anyway, go in there and 
look at these tilings. I don't they will let 'em xihotograjsh any of the items. That I don't 
know. But look at them, yes. low, when these people start going, because they arc gonna 
start going, what should I ask them when they get through?" I say depends on who. He 3 s.v s , 

"Well, the first one's gonna be Dr. John Lattimer.” W?"Oh, Jesus .'Of Columbia?.. .Then you 
should be familiar with the record that he has to defend". Apdiogist from beginning. Offer 
my -Ale. 'Nothing that you're gonna get outta liim that's gonna be anything butt propaganda. " 
G:’'tlh, huh." ¥:Who are the others. .."He gets list. G"Lattimcr is the only one who has° 
been given permission. The other three who had asked for permission, and Marshall says 
it has not been denied, but it basnet been granted or denied because focused him 

mind, on it yet, are Dr, Wecht, Dr. John Nichols. • .Forrest Chapman, ? examiner for Wayne 
~ounty, Michigan." Asks mo about Wecht and Nichols when I say* I don't know Chapman. Of Wecht 
say very good. Hiehols 1 say off record is egomaniac, detail on Hiehols character, and 

big puff for Wecht, rhen my fear re Wecht, and I tell him of my efforts to sea to it that 

it be denied at this time and for reasons. When I say it would be damaging to Teddy, ho 
interrupts to ask "Why" and I say that if anyone understands it and says it destroys the 
Warren Kaportand I remind him of my offers to see my stuff in confidence, so he can under- 
stand this. G: "Well, I'm trying to figure out how seeing something like that in confidence 
would really, uh, help me out because it could box me in." I say this is possible, but the 
Times^ can get it from me, complete. .."GsWell, here's what's gonna happen: Lattiiner’s gonna 
see this stuij. first.! don't know when the others are. He is gonna be say that it supports 

tna conclusions. "rf: "Exactly ! " G : "Well , let me ask you thin: in talking to him, though, how 

can x sak him questions about xt tiiat might uncover his apologestic , im, petition? "£ 

W: "The only way I can do it without endangering myself is to let you have ay correaphadeace 
fiC-t^nim and his earlier writings." G", No, what I mean is what should I ask him?” 

I tell him he is asking m to disclose the contents of my new book. He says, "Uh, huh." 

I go inuo nis'cory of/with Times, x tell him I have to consider this history, "That's got 
nothing to do with you personally, but you don't control the Times. "..."G: "You know how these 
things happen. You say they knew about it...". Then he says, "Well, let me tell you what I'm 
gonna do nere, I m gonna go anead ana pursue it. I'm in the dark about how intelligent! v 
debrief someone like Dr. Lattimer after he sees tills stuff because I don't know where 
the residual flaws are. Ho, one other thingkg before I quit: How do you explain the four 
pathologists who the government put together on the panel a couple of years back. How 
do you explain their conclusion, as i understand it, that there's nothing in there inconsistent 
with the Warren Report?" I say this not their conclusion and explain in book. Remind him of 
proceeding in Hulleck's court and he should remember. Does. I tell bin much so techincal that 
onl^ one who lias made deep study can understand. Explain again when ho asks about bamboolzing, 
that this is what would happen. 

C-. Nov;, let me ask you one other tiling. When Wecht - lets say Wecht gets permission to do 
this, now when he does it, he may really come ou and have something to say.W I ask him 
what can C say, that it destroys W R of doesn't. What fall be consequence if he says destroys? 

SS G. No answer. So x say it will be that Kennedy familt suppressed. Tell him history other 
auu of chapter on xt. G. "Well, I thxnk whit I'm gonna have to do is just wait until 
Wecht has a look..." ...I teH T h m,fr ow to roach Wecht by phone.... "If I can help you in any 
way tea. won't hurt me, Fred , xxa&xa i &wktw i4x. You sec, my problem is _ 


nd I tell of printing 


Jell, Ixsten, we 1_ in touch, and. I’ll got to Wecht, this's a good idea." 


problems. G. 

This from Dub. L ong silence at end, but small amount tpae left. 

Next side begins in mid-sentence , me asking if he has any idea when L. Will see? "G". Yey, 
but that. . . alojig the line of your information tiiat you don't want anyone to know..." He 
aays only coincidence keyed to retrun dssS Congress. G. "...Now, I have a feeling that Lattimer 
was given the go-ahead tor this because he is, as you say, and apologist, and you see, 
his reaction will get mere public notice than Wecht, who cooes later, or others,... % the way, 
itanEdsx the follow from Kansas, . . .what position has he taken?" I tell. "Well, look, £ you 
know, I just, uh, ...Let's leave it this, I'll have a talk, with you, as I !§£d, you’ll, in 
the course of things, I'm gonna write a piece abSffSftBis, and then we'll put out head- to 
s-ether .and see where we stand then, oaky?" I tell him nvn* v, , x, , 7 a ; to “ 

bandage, and I tell him how braces ar mde h .should understand about brace- 



Bxolain about straps on bracesv G. "Sc, what do you thi. uk he had the Ace bandage on for?" 

Wio protect part back brace can't protect. G"You know, I raay have boon reading that into 
what he said^ He mentioned t at purpose for the brace, but I don't really think he said 
it had that purpose. I think he said that's why he wanted to see the brace and sec the 
Ace bandage to see if he could decide. "XM I said he can n t know anything about the structure 
of the body, then. I tell of eariie writing. He signs off, "Thank you very much for 
calling, and you'll be hearing from me." 

Foss something missing at end of other side or beginning this. I phoned him back after 
getting out ay picture of brace and bandage. 

Graham, 1 /l S/72 

G..."that there are no sinister circumstances involving my article at all, that it's, came 
out in any that it shoiU-iicat have, it vias just my shortconiugs rather than any icind of design." 

1 suggest he was Baed. G."Iou said that." W.'Tou remember, I predicted it." G. "Well, I’ll 
tell you what T didst, now. I talked to you and I talked to a couple of others, and I tried 
my best to get them to, you and and them, to... warn me against anything to look for. I 
ain't want to say" W interrupted: "I told you, I said read Lattimer's writitngc. I had it, 
come up here and get it."G" Well , I have 'em. But X didn^t want to tell you or anyone 
else that he wa. going to sea that material on Friday teSa ggg for obvious reasons... 

Because i anted to hold tha for Sunday, •‘•t .-as a good story, as you saw.'hf. ".I beg your 
pardon,! don't think it was a good story. "G. "Well, you might not-let me restate that, 
from your point of view. It was a story that wwas interesting to a lot of people and got a 
good play and from a newsman's point of view it was a good story. " hope the day will 

come when you will of your own free will give me a different dss cription of that story, Fred." 
1 G. "w Ktry Qkay. Well, we'll see about that." I tell Mm when he address some of the 
questions I asked you, such as how can pictures and X-rays show who fired the shot, then 


you will begin to understand...." G."¥ell, I{11 tel^ygu 

talked to Wecht. Of course, I've talked to him Before tHxs . -Ana/ He ’’ s“ganna let me know 
when and. If he gets permission to seo this, material. And we'll see who else does and 
who doesn’t and I'll £eep up with it..." I go into contract. He admits, "Well, its possible 
that back then they could have very well let that out by their own chocs , and I'll tell 
you hov/ tha happened. I called Rhoads, the Archivists, back in iy6o...Well let mo tell 
you. .Icall Rhoads for something, and damned if I know how damned if I know what triggered 
my call to him, but when I called him he said I was trying to pump him about the terms. I 
think.— something had happened about that time that made it reinvent, what the precise terms 
of this tlnng were. And Rhoads said, "Mr. Graham, you are the first person to inquire since 
the Freedom of Information act went into effect. " He said, ta uh, "I fool that since- that 
statute is in effect, i now can no longer conceal the text of t is contract." bo he said, 

'If you want it come get it. "And 1 hotfooted it right over and got it.... That’s my memory of 
it. Mow as far as this time. I'll tell you exactly what happened here. And its; just one of 
those things. Because of the story 1 had written in '66 [sic] in which I had said that fiv 
years later non-governmental people-people not undrr the auspices of the government would 
be permited to see the stuf (tickelr-editor) And sure enough, he was a little late, but 


wha t I!a goer 


.o, 

ana 


k guessis back in, oh, I guess xi. 


^ _ early December he pulled that thi^g out and gave it to 

and said, "BliecSPthis, will ya?" Well, I screwed around and didn t do anything and by 
the timel called Burke Marshall's office, he was away on vacation. SC, I called tha 
Archives and they gave ms the names of the four who had applied, I believe that* s how xt 
happened. Ithink they had records of that. Anyway, 5 think i got those four ncines troai 
them, Ar id then as soon as Marshall hit New Haven, coming back from the Virgin Islands, 
right after the first o f the year, I got him on the phone the first day, ana he said, 
•Why, yes, as a matter of fact, I , today* about that time, 'wrote a letter to Lattiner 
tell ing him that h. could go on. But I havenfet made up mind games the other three.' 

3o I called Lattimer and actually got him before he got the letter. And I said, 'You’re 
gonna get this letter, so when you gonna go.' And he said, "Hell, I'm .gonna go as soon as 
1 can.' So I said as soon as you find out when ynu let me know and I'll be there, 3o he 
called me back laterand said I'm gone on Friday and that's how it happened, Tiiat does not 
seem to me to be conducive to setting anyone up. That just happened." 



I askea if ho saw Lattimor'e letter in the March 13, 1970 Medical World Hews. XS 
G-. "ho, I don't think so." b, "Remember La t timer said from the very begin ing that he had 
doubt about Oswald being the assassin until he saw these pictures and X-rays?" G. "la." 

W. "You know, ho couldn't tell a bigger lie. Its tho very first sentence he evor wrote. And 

this is what I wanted you to see in his own writing. In the Journal of the American 

Medical Association, jbeetko very first sentence, Let :ne refer you to what I thin'.: you can 
get. I can provide you with a copy. Its a remarkable t ing. Mow on March 13, 1970, 
la turner draws an inaccurate chart that can t be true of the single bullet theory and 

the picture is published and it exactly coincides with wliat ha said he saw when he daw the 

pictures and X-rays, that likewise just can't be true, fred. Mow let me read you - I have 
it here because another reporter asked me earlier today -part of his reply to the object 
ion of a Dr. Kuppor, who means nothing to me, ...'Oswald shows what the educated, modern- 
day traitorous guerrilla can do among his own people working with religious- 
type conviction, willing to lay down his life, Jsut proposing to kill aa many anti—Oonrumists 
as possible. Oswald was devious, s k illed in his business, and amazingly cool.X’ "low you 
remember taut I told you that I although I am not a particular Kennedy fan, I T-ra deeply 
concerned about what could happen to then, mostly because, , .it would also mean ...I can t 
regard it as totally accidental that the one man who Lias since your story admitted he in not 
qualified, and Fred, I don't think you handled that really faithfully, when I told you what 
tip provision of .the cont act is. He is not in "an allied field'... The one man who clearly 
Isms not qualified is tho one who given exclusive access, what amounts to as •E-.-vrwrv^ copy- 
right. Saw you may regard that as an accident." 

G. "How wait a minute, not a copyright.Because you're presuming that none of these other 
people get to sec the stuff. If that's true, sure.fW, "well, it really makes- no dif- 
ference if he choscs to write.... And 1 think it's one of the questions I asked you, "How 
ccsio you didn't cons It an independent authority? "This is one of the norms of your business 
it usea to be my business, and I don't think the norms have changed that much since I was 
younger." & "Well, I talked to Wecht." ¥. "After? Before you wrote the story?" 0. "Yes". ¥. 

"And did you ask Wecht can pictures and X-rays show who fired the stez bullet? G."¥g 11, 
that's a protty loaded question, now, flarold," W. "Well, of course itsa loaded question, 
because that's a loaded story' - . You. know that pictures and a— rays can't show who fired 
the bullet. But you were very uncritical about that. This is the current trend in r . porting/ 
that makes meuunhappy. It's called ’objectivity* , but it really isn't,! And this is what 
disturbs me about the whole- thing. And the situation becomes one about' a beating-your-wife 
question, Mow you knew in advance, . . that that -is a fiction that he is involved in (back brce),“ 
G. "Mow again in your letter I think that the way I mentioned the brace to you really 


stated it. He didn t tick about the brace much," 1 interrupt to say I refered ^ r od tc 
earlier writings on that. G. "bell, in any event, in his talk 
he mentioned the brace and tho bandage, and then, later, in our conversation 


over 
L's 

th me very early in th.: game 
ho saw 

th-;. stuff, he dicin' t vftuit^to^talk^abou^' the brace," I ask if he heard L on CBS. Didn't, 
tingle-bullet theory, if quote possible that 399 hit only Conually after seeing tho picture 
and X-rays, HHow I don t know anybody who thought it worthwhile reporting that t>iut might 
have some significance; Just as I don’t know a single paper in the country or a single part 
of the electronic media that asked. ..the question, that you said is loaded. 'IIow can pictures 
and *'—rayc show who fired tEE shot?’ Mow I don't think in any honest, fair souse that's 
a loaded question, i?rea, ncause I third; it addresses the lead, the most important single 
thing, the third paragrpah of your story. And this is the headline that every treatment 
that I have seen carried. Mow I t h i n k it's the headlines and the story that was loaded, and 
you know, xrfckfaik I'm being frank with you, Fred. And I think if you'll go over our convert 


sation in advance of this, and I didn't breach your confident 


you're aware of that?"G. 


"Sure." tf . "Even t o ugh you didn't ask ms to keep confidence, X didn t breach it.X warned 
Jeou about tho potential of this, and yet, from my point of view, and again I'm being 
frank, you and tho Times have don-, the country a lot of harm with this. Mew when you got 
what amounted to an exclusive on it in particular, I don t know how much you've done 
about xolrowing it, out tho wire stories were virtually”word— for-word yours .And 1 cliu 
think it wa-_ -a little bit unusual for CBS to give bin a news conference Sunday ought." 

So "'rfell, he had a news conference I -think at which probably several networls atjEndsd, I'm not 
sure." Vi. "It was held .In the CDS Reports studio.". ..Explain that I know he can’t bo an 
expert, "But I think you made a bad mistake not to do two things. First, it would have 



tafeen ^3:3 than a half hoyr to read ail of ids writing on tne suoject. ana Bceona, 

to follow the tradition of speaking to somebody else after the interview .After the 
interview. Tho quote you attributed to me, byt the way, was my correction to you of what 
"edit told you...." Predict that if V/echt gets to see will be worse and repeat whatl’d 
sard earlier. Repeat a gain.. .G. "'.fell, anyway, I’ll, I’ll know what to ^ook.jfor, I'd gonna 
keep up with Vfecht, and we'll just, y’know, sec- what he says. "W. "What n know 

is what you're gonna do about that third paragrpah of your story which says that pictures 
and X-rays prove that Oswald shot the President." G."Well, he says it says it says tiiat." 
VVi" I know that, but I'm asking you what, if anything, your or the Times will or in fact 
can do - la mean, if the Times were to print a front-page retraction tomorrow, the rest of 
those who subscribed to that story wouldn't. And the wire-services wouldn't." 0. "Well. 


listen. 


■m- 


z gx ll yvx l fesgl oausei Deviously, I'm not ana can u do anyxmng acout mat. 

, . .. if ne sajjS ua&Sf, you.r gonna print if. , , , , f 

that's what the man said, ...7 Isaitt you can always check witn somebody else to see if 

it is possible or you can always cheek youmown judgement. That's why I saked you the question 

I did, Fred, because I want you to stop and think that you knew that he was telling you 

what couldn't be so. " 3K G. "Well, listen, .let's don't beat that to death." 

I explain my purposes to make complete and accurate record, hence wrote questions to 

him. 

"-"Ok, and I'll .keep in touch." 



